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bhaja gµvinda¯ 

 

bhaja gµvinda¯ bhaja gµvinda¯  

gµvinda¯ bhaja mÀ¢amat£ | 

sampr¡pt£ san-nihit£ k¡l£ 

nahi nahi rak½ati ¢uk»±-kara³£ || 1 
Worship Govinda, worship govinda, worship govinda, Oh fool ! Rules of grammer will not save 
you at the time of death. 

 

mÀ¢a jah§-hi dhan¡-gama-t»½³¡¯ 

kuru sad-bhuddhi¯ manasi vi-t»½³¡m | 

yallabhas£ nija-karmµ-p¡ta¯ 

vittan t£na vinµdaya cittam || 2 
Oh fool! give up your thirst to amass wealth. Devote your mind to thoughts to be Real. Be content 
with what comes through actions already performed in the past. 

 

n¡r§-stana-bhara-n¡bh§-d£¾a¯ 

d»½¿v¡ m¡ g¡ mµh¡-v£¾am | 

y£tan-m¡¯sa-vas¡-divi-k¡ra¯ 

manasi vi-cintaya v¡ra¯ v¡ram || 3 
Do not get drowned in delusion by going wild with passions and lust by seeing a woman's navel 
and chest. These are nothing but a modification of flesh. Fail not to remember this again and 
again in your mind. 

 

nalin§-dala-gata-jala-mati-tarala¯ 

tad-vaj-j§vita-mati-¾aya-capalam | 

viddhi vy¡dh-yabhi-m¡nag-grasta¯ 

lµka¯ ¾µka-hata¯ ca samastam || 4 
The life of a person is as uncertain as rain drops trembling on a lotus leaf. Know that the whole 
world remains prey to disease, ego and grief. 

 

y¡vad-vittµ-p¡rjana-sakta¦ 

st¡van-nija-pari-v¡rµ rakta¦ | 

pa¾c¡j-j§vati jar-jara-d£h£ 
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v¡rt¡¯ kµ'pi n p»cchati g£h£ || 5 
So long the man is fit and able to support his family, see what affection all those around him 
show. But no one at home cares to even have a word with him when his body totters due to old 
age. 

 

y¡vat-pavanµ niva-sati d£h£ 

t¡vat-p»cchati ku¾ala¯ g£h£ | 

gata-vati v¡yau d£h¡-p¡y£ 

bh¡ry¡ bibhyati tasmin-k¡y£ || 6 
When one is alive, his family members enquire kindly about his welfare. But when the soul 
departs from the body, even his wife runs away in fear of corpse. 

 

b¡las-st¡vat-kr§¢¡-sakta¦ 

taru³as-st¡vat-taru³§-sakta¦ | 

v»dhas-st¡vac-cint¡-sakta¦ 

param£ brahma³i kµ'pi na sakta¦ || 7 
The childhood is lost by attachment to playfullness. Youth is lost by attachment to woman. Old 
age passes away by thinking over many things. But there is hardly any one who wants to be lost 
in para-brahman. 

 

k¡ t£ k¡nt¡ kast£ putra¦ 

sa¯s¡rµ'-yama-t§va vicitra¦ | 

kasyat tva¯ ka¦ kuta ¡y¡ta¦ 

tatva¯ cintaya tadihab bhr¡ta¦ || 8 
Who is your wife? Who is your son? Strange is samsaaraa, the world. Of whom you are? From 
where have you come? Brother, ponder over these truths.   

 

sat-sa±-gatv£ nis-sa±-gatva¯ 

nis-sa±-gatv£ nirmµ-hatvam | 

nirmµ-hatv£ ni¾cala-tatva¯ 

ni¾cala-tatv£ j§van mukti¦ || 9 
From satsanga (company of good people), comes non-attachment. From non-attachment, comes 
freedom of delusion, which leads to self-settledness. From self-settledness comes Jivan mukti.  
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vayasi gat£ ka¦ k¡ma-vik¡ra¦ 

¾u½k£ n§r£ ka¦ k¡-s¡ra¦ | 

k½§³£ vitt£ ka¦ pariv¡ra¦ 

j²¡t£ tattv£ ka¦ sa¯s¡ra¦ || 10 
What good is lust when youth has fled? What good is lake which has no water? Where are 
relatives when wealth is gone? Where is samsaaraa (world) when truth is known? 

 

m¡ kuru dhana-jana-yauvana-garva¯ 

harati nim£½¡t-k¡las sarvam | 

m¡ya-maya-mida-makhila¯ hitv¡ 

brahma-pada¯ tva¯ pravi¾a viditv¡ || 11 
Do not boast about wealth, friends and youth. Each one of these are destroyed within a minute by 
time. Free yourself from the illusion of the world of Maayaa and attain the timeless Truth. 

 

dinay¡-minyau s¡ya¯ pr¡ta¦ 

¾i¾ira-vasantau punar¡-y¡ta¦ | 

k¡la¦ kr§¢ati gacchat-y¡yu¦ 

tada-pina mu²cat-y¡¾¡-v¡yu¦ || 12 
Daylight and darkness, dusk and dawn, winter and springtime come and go. Time plays and life 
ebbs away. But storm of desire never leaves. 

 

k¡ t£ k¡nt¡ dhana-gata-cint¡ 

v¡tula ki¯ tava n¡sti niyant¡ | 

trija-gati sajjana-sa±gati-r£k¡ 

bhavati bhav¡r-³ava-tara³£ nauk¡ || 13 
O mad man! Why this engrossment in thougts of wealth? Is there no one to guide you? There is 
only one thing in three worlds that can save you from ocean of samsaaraa. Get into the boat of 
satsanga, company of good people, quickly. 

 

ja¿ilµ mu³¢§ lu²-chita-k£¾a¦ 

k¡½¡-y¡mbara-bahu-k»ta-v£½a¦ | 

pa¾yan-napi cana pa¾yati mÀ¢ha¦ 

yudara-nimitta¯ bahu-k»ta-v£½a¦ || 14 
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There are many who go with matted locks, many who have clean shaved heads, many whose 
hairs have been plucked out; some are clothed in orange, yet others in various colours - all just 
for a livelihood. Seeing truth revealed before them, still the foolish ones see it not. 

 

a±ga¯ galita¯ palita¯ mu³¢a¯ 

da¾ana-vih§na¯ j¡ta¯ tu³¢am | 

v»ddhµ y¡ti g»h§tv¡ da³¢a¯ 

tadapi na mu²cat-y¡¾¡-pi³¢am || 15 
Strength has left the old man's body; his head has become bald, his gums toothless and leaning 
on crutches. Even then the attachment is strong and he clings firmly to fruitless desires.  

 

agr£ vahni: p»½¿£ bh¡nu: 

r¡trau cubuka-samarpita-j¡nu¦ | 

kara-tala-bhik½as-staru-tala-v¡sa 

stadapina mu²cat-y¡¾¡-p¡¾a: || 16 
Behold there lies a man who sits warming up his body with the fire in front and the sun at the 
back; at night he curls up the body to keep out of cold; he eats his beggar’s food from the bowl of 
his hand and sleeps beneath the tree. Still in his heart, he is a wretched puppet at the hands of 
passion. 

 

kurut£ ga±g¡-s¡gara-gamana¯ 

vrata-pari-p¡lana-mathav¡ d¡nam | 

j²¡na-vih§nas sarva-mat£na 

bhajati na mukti¯ janma-¾at£na || 17 
One may go to Ganga saagar, observe fasts and give away riches in charity. Yet, devoid of 
gyaanaa, nothing can give mukti even at the end of hundred births.  

 

sura-mandira-taru-nÀla-niv¡sa¦ 

¾ayy¡ bhÀtala-majina¯ v¡sa¦ | 

sarva-parigraha-bhµga-ty¡ga¦ 

kasya sukha¯ na karµti vir¡ga¦ || 18 
Take your residence in a temple or below a tree, wear the dearskin for the dress, and sleep with 
mother earth as your bed. Give up all attachments and renounce all conforts. Blessed with such 
vairaagya, could any fail be content? 
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yµga-ratµ v¡ bhµga-ratµ v¡ 

sa±ga-ratµ v¡ sa±ga-vih§na: | 

yasyab brahma³i ramatt£ citta¯ 

nandati nandati nandat-ty£va || 19 
One may take delight in yoga or bhoga, may have attachment or detachment. But only he whose 
mind steadily delights in Brahman enjoys bliss, no one else. 

 

bhagavat-g§t¡ ki²cida-dh§t¡ 

ga±g¡-jala-lava-ka³ik¡ p§t¡ | 

sak»dapi y£na mur¡ri-samarc¡ 

k»yat£ tasya yam£na na carca || 20 
Let a man read but a little from Bhagavat Gita, drink just a drop of water from the Ganges, 
worship but once Murari. He then will have not altercation with Yama. 

 

punarapi janana¯ punarapi mara³a¯ 

punarapi janan§ -ja¿har£ ¾ayanam | 

iha sams¡r£ bahu-dus-st¡r£ 

k»pay¡'-p¡r£ p¡hi mur¡r£ || 21 
Born again, death again, again to stay in mother's womb! It is indeed hard to cross the boundless 
ocean of samsaaraa. Oh Muraari! Redeem me through Thy mercy. 

 

rathy¡-carpa¿a-viracita-kantha¦ 

pu³y¡-pu³ya-vivarjita-pantha¦ | 

yµg§ yµga-niyµ-jita-cittµ 

ramat£ b¡lµn-mattava-d£va || 22 
There is no shortage of clothing for a monk so long as there are rags cast off the road. Freed 
from vices and virtures, onwards he wanders. One who lives in communion with God, enjoys pure 
bliss, pure and uncontaminated, like a child and as an intoxicated. 

 

kastva¯ kµ'ha¯ kuta ¡y¡ta¦ 

k¡ m£ janan§ kµ m£ t¡ta¦ | 

iti pari-bh¡vaya sarvama-s¡ra¯ 

vi¾va¯ tyat-tatv¡ svapna-vic¡ram || 23 
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Who are you? Who am I? From where do I come from? Who is my mother? Who is my father? 
Ponder thus, look at everything as essence-less and give up the world as an idle dream. 

 

tvayi mayi c¡nya-traukµ vi½³u¦ 

vyartha¯ kup-yasi mayyasa-hi½³u¦ | 

bhava sama-cittas sarva-tra tva¯ 

v¡²-chas-yacir¡d-yadi vi½³ut-tvam || 24 
In me, in you and in everthing, none but the same Vishnu dwells. Your anger and impatience is 
meaningless. If you wish to attain the status of Vishnu, have sambhaavaa, equanimity, always. 

 

¾atrau mitr£ putr£ bandhau 

m¡ kuru yatna¯ vigraha-sandau | 

sarvas-min-napi pa¾y¡t-m¡na¯ 

sarvat-trµt-s»ja bh£d¡g-j²¡nam || 25 
Waste not your efforts to win the love of or to fight against a friend and forem children and 
relatives. See yourself in everyone and give up all feelings of duality completely. 

 

k¡ma¯ krµda¯ lµbha¯ mµha¯ 

tyat-tv¡t-m¡na¯ pa¾yati sµham | 

¡tmag-j²¡na-vih§n¡ mÀ¢h¡s 

t£ pac-yant£ nara-kani-gÀ¢h¡¦ || 26 
Give up lust, anger, infatuation and greed. Ponder over your real nature. Fools are they who are 
blind to the Self. Cast into hell, they suffer there endlessly.  

 

g£ya¯ g§t¡-n¡ma-sahasra¯ 

dhy£ya¯ ¾r§-pati-rÀpa-majasram | 

n£ya¯ sajjana-sa±g£ citta¯ 

d£ya¯ d§naja-n¡ya ca vittam || 27 
Regularly recite from Gita, meditate on Vishnu in your heart and chant his thousand glories. Take 
delight to be with the noble and the holy. Distribute your wealth in charity to the poor and needy. 

 

sukhata¦ kriyat£ r¡m¡-bhµga¦ 

pa¾c¡d-dhanta¾ ¾ar§r£ rµga¦ | 

yad-dyapi lµk£ mara³a¯ ¾ara³a¯ 
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tadapi na mu²cati p¡p¡-cara³am || 28 
He who yields to lust for pleasures leaves his body a prey to disease. Though death brings an 
end to everything, man does not give up the sinful path.  

 

artha-manartha¯ bh¡vaya nitya¯ 

n¡stita-tas sukha-l£¾a¦ satyam | 

putr¡-dapi dhana-bh¡j¡¯ bh§ti¦ 

sarvat-trai½¡ vihit¡ r§ti¦ || 29 
Wealth is not welfare, truly there is no joy in it. Reflect thus at all times. A rich man fears even his 
own son. This the way of wealth everywhere. 

 

pr¡³¡-y¡ma¯ praty¡-h¡ra¯ 

nity¡-nitya viv£ka-vic¡ram | 

j¡pya-sam£ta-sam¡dhi-vidh¡na¯ 

kurva-vadh¡na¯ maha-dava-dh¡nam || 30 
Regulate the Praanas, life forces, remain uneffected by external influences and discriminate 
between real and the fleeting. Chant the holy name of God and silence the turbulent mind. 
Perform these with care, with extreme care. 

 

guru-cara³¡m-buja-nirbhara-bhakta¦ 

sa¯s¡r¡-daci-r¡d-bhava mukta¦ | 

s£ndriya-m¡nasa-niyam¡-d£ya¯ 

drak½yasi nija-h»dayas-stha¯ d£vam || 31 
Oh devotee of the lotus feet of the guru! May thou be soon free from Samsaaraa. Through 
disciplined senses and controlled mind, thou shalt come to experience the indwelling Lord of your 
heart. 

 





